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The Chinese in Southeast Asia Research Group  
Department of Chinese Studies �NUS 
 

 
Introduction 

��
 

 
     The Chinese in Southeast Asia Research Group in the Department of Chinese Studies is set up with 
the support of the department to promote research in Southeast Asia, which is regarded as one of the 
key areas that strategic to its future development and offers ample opportunities for collaboration with 
international research partners. As an interdisciplinary research group, the Chinese in Southeast Asia 
research group focuses research on various issues related to history, religion, literature, linguistics, 
politics and other cultural and socio-economic issues of Southeast Asian Chinese.  
     The group was officially formed in late August 2007. Members of the group consist of our existing 
faculty members and graduate students who involve in the teaching and research of Southeast Asian 
Chinese. To date, the group has held several monthly seminars, inviting visiting scholars and 
researchers to share their research findings in the respective fields, in addition to the regular meetings 
among staff and students to exchange scholarly views. It also plans to collaborate with local and 
overseas academic associations in organizing conferences and other academic activities. Convening 
an international conference is part of the long-term plan of the group. We hope the research group 
would not only serve as a mechanism to stimulate more research effort from our faculty members and 
students and to facilitate research activities in the department,, but also become a platform to develop 
the research strength and capability of the department and enhance its academic standing in the 
international academic arena .  
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Research Activities: - Regular meetings among group members 
����etuCD��>? �         - Monthly talk/ seminar  by invited scholars 
s� ~��|}/ 

�{%
 

- Co- organize academic activities with academic and  

Research institutions/associations 
&��

/
��¡¢�y��>?

- Organize international conferences 
xy�A�{%

- Publications£¤
�����������	��
��
�����
A/P Wong Sin Kong  ¥¦§¨©ª «Convener¬­®) 
A/P Lee Chee Hiang       ¯°¦¨©ª «Convener¬­®± 
A/P Lee Cher Leng       ¯²³¨©ª   
Dr Wei Yan        ´µ¶· 
������	�
�������
A/P YUNG Sai Shing     ¸¹º¨©ª 
A/P LEE Cheuk Yin       ¯»¼¨©ª 
A/P Su Jui Lung           ½¾¿¨©ª 
Dr HO Chee Lick          ÀÁÂ¶· 
Dr KOH Khee Heong       ÃÄÅ¶· 
Dr NEO Peng Fu             ÆÇÈ¶· 
Dr ONG Chang Woei      ÉÊË¶· 
Dr VOLLAND, Nicolai Martin   ÌÍ¶· 
Dr WANG Hui                ÉÎ¶· 
Dr Xu Lanjun                 ÏÐÑ¶· 
Dr Yang Lijun                ÒÓÑ¶· 
Ms Chin Hsuen Wei        ÔÕÖ×· 
 
 
Friends of the Research Group 

ØÙÚÛÜ Ý
 

A/P Huang JIanli (History Dept)  ¥Þß¨©ª «àáâ±  
A/P Bao Zhimin (English Dept) ãäå¨©ª «æçâ ± 
Dr Yang Bin (History Dept)           Òè¶· «àáâ± 
 
Graduate students 

ØÙéêë
: 

 
Ph.D. students ¶·ì:  

1. Li Xiaoyan              ¯íî (student coordinator ïðì¬­®) 

2. Tan Chee Seng                Ôñò (student coordinator ïðì¬­®)  
3. Sin Yee Theng                     óôõ 

http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chsyss/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chsleecy/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chshocl/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chskohkh/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chsneopf/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chsongcw/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chswh/
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/chsyl/
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4. Xue Liqing                           ö÷ø 

5. Kornphanat Tungkeunkunt    Ôùú 
6. Li Hengjun                           ¯ûü  
7. Phoon Yuen Ming                 

ýþå 
8. Yang zhiqiang                      Ò°§ 
9. Li shufei                              ¯ÿ� 
10. Shi Yan                              �   � 

11. Kang Ger-wen                     ��� 

12. Lee Siew Ping                    ¯�� 
13. Ooi Su Ling    ¥�³ 

 
M.A. Students	·ì:  
     13. Chong Ren Jie Henry          
�� 

14. Zou Jing                            


   � 

15. Goh Yu Mei                        �ù� 
16. Deng Chengzi                    

��² 
17.Tang  Xiaojuan                   ��� 
 

 

 Events and Activities of the Research Group: �as of 1 September 2009 �  ��������>? �������
 �� � �)� � 
 

Dates Activities Speaker(s) / Remarks 
27 August 09 1) 2009 Graduate Seminar 2: � â!"#$®ïð%&ì'(«)±: 

Teochew Female Writer and Singapore-China  
Interactions  *=+(,&�	-?
2) Research Group Meeting ïð%./ 

    

1) MA student: 
   0â	·ì 1 
   Ms Zou Jing



 � 

 
 
 
 

19 June 09 Seminar 
��|} � 

Prof. Leung Yuen Sang Seminar 2LmYl}3%
 

Chairperson: A/P Wong Sin Kiong  14� �56@7Yl 

Prof. Leung Yuen Sang 
( Chairman, Department of History, 
The Chinese University of  Hong 
Kong, College Head of Chung Chi 
College and Professor of  History ) 2LmYl �89	
��VW��1kX:;�<<�XVW�|}Yl � 

2 May 09  Symposium and Academic Report 

Presentations
}3&��=>%?

 

A) Symposium: 
( An overall review of the research 
on the Hakka in various regions )  
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“Research on Hakka and the Chinese 
Community in Penang” @A,��

•BC��D 
(Jointly organized by Penang Khek 
Association, School of Chinese Studies, Han 
Chiang College and Department of Chinese 
Studies, NUS )  BEAFG%XHI�<	
�X�������	
��y
Venue: LT1, Han Chiang College, Penang. UJ �BCHI�<LT1

|K
 

1. Dato’ Dr. Cheah See Kian 
2. A/P Wong Sin Kiong 
3.Prof. Dr. Chung Raung Fu 
B) Academic Report Presentations: 
 ( by PhD Student) 
1. Tan Chee Seng 
2. Lee Siew Peng 
3. Li Hengjun 
4. Li Shufei 

A) 
}3?LM3�UA,�� N

1. OPQRSTU 

2.
56@TU

 

3. VWXTU 

B) 
��=>%?�!�TUm � 

1. Y�Z 

2.[\] 

3. [^_ 

4. [`a 
 

30 April –  
3 May 09 
 
 
 

Fieldtrip bcde?
CH 6243 Seminar in Southeast Asian Chinese 
Studies Penang –Perak Fieldtrip  

CH6243�����fd�{BCghbcde�i
 

Tour Leader: A/P Wong Sin Kiong 
Local Guide:  Mr Tan Kim Hong Qj �56@7Yl kUlme �Ynopm 
 

14 April 09 Forum 
�{%

 � 
2009 The Chinese in Southeast Asia Research 
Group Graduate Students Forum ( First Phase ) 

2009
����������m�{% �q/rs � 
Chairpersons: A/P Wong Sin Kiong and Dr. 
Chung Raung Fu  14� �56@7Yl�VWXTU 

9 Graduate Students 
( Module CH6243: Seminar in 
Southeast Asian Chinese Studies  ) 

9t��m�CH6243 ������fd�{ �
7 April 09 Seminar 

��u| � 
A Forgotten Periphery: A Historical 
Reconstruction of Tekong Island vw'xy ��z���{|}'VW Dr. Lee Leong Sze  

 (Assistant Professor, The Institute 
of Hakka Studies, National 
Kaohsiung Normal University ) ~��TU �������r���A,
 �����Yl �

6 April 09 Seminar 
��u| � 

Chinatown, Past and Present 

Prof. Leo Suryadinata  
(Director, Chinese Heritage Centre 
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���p�3
(Jointly organized with Chinese Library )  &��	
����y and Professor, Nanyang 

Technological University ) �z�Yl �����������������kYl � 
2 April 09 Seminar 

��u| � 
“Chinatowns” in the cosmopolitan cities of 
Southeast Asia ���'���
(Jointly organized with Chinese Library, 
Department of Chinese Studies and Central 

Library ) 
&��	
���X	
��	�����y

 

A/P Johannes Widodo  
( Department of Architecture, 
School of Design and 
Environment, NUS ) Y��7Yl����������&���<z���

27 Mac 09 Seminar 
��u| �

A Study on the Chinese Weeskamer of  
Batavia: Focusing the Gong An Bu  h �G���� ¡¢���£¤¥b<¦§¨

(Jointly organized with Department of 

Chinese Studies) 
&��	
��y Dr Weng Pin ( Postdoctoral 

Fellow, Department of Chinese 

Studies, NUS � ©ªTUL�������	
�TU«N
20 Mac 09 Library E-Resources Tutorial  ���¬­®¯°± � 

Demo of PERIND and Southeast Asian Studies 
Database 

PERIND 
����®¯²'³±´� 

 

Ms Tan Shaw Tyi 
( Librarian, Chinese Library, 
National University of Singapore ) Yµ¶·¸L�������	
���e�

17 Mac 09 Seminar 
��u| � 

Singapore Malaysia Chinese Studies : Archives 
and Documents �¹���� �º�&
» 

Mr. Lee Ching Seng 
( Ex-Head, Chinese Library, 
National University of Singapore ) [¼mpmL�������	
���½1k �

16 Mar 2009 2009 Graduate Seminar 1: � â!"#$®ïð%&ì'(«¾±: 

1¿Fieldwork and Thesis Writing 

     ÀÁÂÃÄÅ ÆÇ 

2¿The reflection after Hongkong Fieldtrip ÈÉÂÃÊËÌÍ
 

    

PhD students: 0â¶·ì 1 
Ms  Li Xiaoyan ¯íî 
 
 

Ms  Sin Yee Theng óôõ 

25 Feb 09 Cultural Talk 
 ÎÏÐâÑ 1

 
The Struggle History of Early Southwards 
Chinese   ÒÓ$®"ËÔÕÖá

 

(Jointly organized with Chinese Library) 
Ä×Ø� ÙÚÛÜÝ

 

Mr. Han Tan Juan 
( Deputy Director, Tan Kah Kee 
Foundation Pioneers’ Memorial Hall  Þßàáì

 «Ôâãäåá¦Û¨Ûæ 
±

 

11 Feb 09  Reading Group Reading Session 3:  Prof Heather Sutherland (Vrije 
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“Categories of Practice, Categories of Analysis: 
‘Chinese’ in Makassar’s History 1600-2009” çÚ.«è±1éêMakassar

àá�Ô$® ë
1600-2009 

 

Universiteit)  ìÐíîïðñÁòØ&Heather 

Sutherland 
©ª

 

10 Feb 09 Seminar 
&óôÏ 1

 
Revisited the Relationship of Hokkien and Hakka 
Bang in Penang õö÷øÄùøÔúâ 1ûÀüýÀþÿý 
 

Prof. Goh Leng Hoon 
(Assistant Professor, National 
Taiwan Normal University ) ���¶· 

(
×ß����Ø&��©ª±

 
22 Jan 09 
 

Reading Group Reading Session 2: 
Chinese Business in the Making of a Malay State, 
1882-1941: Kedah and Penang çÚ.«)±1$�Ä	Ë
�Ô�
 ë
1882 �1941

1þ���õöû��ÔÂÃ 

Prof  Wu Xiao An (Peking University) �í�¶·«��Ø&¨©ª ± 
 

4 Dec 2008 
 

Seminar 
&óôÏ

 
Dejiao  Religious Studies and HK-Singapore-Siam-
Shantou Trading Networks �©���©Ä

“
È���

”���â 
 

Mr Chen Jingxi (Shantou History and 
Culture Research Center) Ô !áì «"�àá Îïð��ð#ïð$± 

2 Dec 08 
 
 
 

Reading Group Reading Session 1: 
Ethnic Chinese in East and Southeast Asia çÚ.«¾±1!#Ä!"#Ô$® 

Prof Yen Ching-Hwang (Adelaide 
University) %ø&©ª

('(#�)Ø&) 

20 Nov 08  Seminar
&óôÏ 1

 
A talk on the research of Singapore-Malaysia 
Chinese **ÿ	$®ïð 

Mr Chui Kwei-chiang (Former 
Researcher, Chinese Heritage 
Centre) +,§áì ë-$.Ûïð$ 
 

30 Oct 08 Cultural Talk 
 ÎÏÐâÑ 1

 
The observation on the Singapore Education /0ÿ12©3

 

Mdm Poon Sing Wah  
ý4$×· 

21 Sep 08 
 

Fieldtrip: Visiting Peranakan Museum ÂÃ56
ì$®¶7Û 
 

Group members ïð%�ì89® 

17 Sept 08 Seminar
&óôÏ 1

 
Evolution of Sino-Southeast Asian Communities: 
The Chinese Community and Clan Associations 

in Rangoon 
!"#$®:;Ôô< 1=>Ô$®:%�?@

 

Daw Win 
×· 

( Myanmar Scholar ) AB&C
 

 

27 Aug 08 2008 Graduate Seminar 5: 2008D!"#$®ïð%ïðì'(«E±: 
1. The reflection after the fieldwork in “overseas 
Chinese Farms”  

1. “
$FGH

”ÀÁÊËÌÍ 
2. The Buy-Chinese-product movement in the 

 
 
 
Mr. Yang Zhiqiang (PhD student) Ò°§«0â¶·ì ± 
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early Republican period 

2. I×JÓÔ�××KLM 
 

Mr Chong Ren Jie ( MA student) 
�� (0â	·ì) 
 

24 May 08 
 

Seminar
&óôÏ 1

 
Li Denghui and his connections with Singapore 
(Jointly organized with the South Seas Society) N¯OPQ®QRS Ä"T&.ÜÝ

 

Mr. Chua Leong Kian  UVWáì
 

 

5 May 08 
 

2008 Graduate Seminar 4: 
The Overseas Chinese Remittance: A Re-
evaluation 

2008D!"#$®ïð%ïðì'(«X±: Y*FZ[\
 

Ms Li Xiaoyan (PhD Candidate) 
 ¯íî (0â¶·ì) 

26 Apr 08 Seminar:  
The Historical Memory and Representation of 
Wu Lien-the  (Jointly organized with NLB and 
SSAS) 

ÿ12×]ÙÚÛ¿#(ïð&.Ä×Ø� â!"#$®ïð%^Ý®7_`ÏÐ 1N"Tæ�¿�×abÖ· 1Øcde�ÔàáfgÄYhS
 

A/P Wong Sin Kiong 
 ¥¦§¨©ª 

19 Mar 08 2008 Graduate Seminar 3: 2008D!"#$®ïð%ïðì'(«è±: 
1. Mindset and Space: A Preliminary Study on 

Thai-Chinese �iÄjk
——l*m×$® 

2.  “Theatre Nation” and “Performance”: A 
Study on the Cultural Policies of Singapore noH×]Äpô�Åqrÿ12 Îst

——þ¶7Ûuvwûx 
 

 
 
Ms Chen Yushan (PhD Student) Ôùú «0â¶·ì ± 
 
Ms Cheng Chih-yin ( MA student, 
National Tsing-hua 
University of Taiwan) yäz«��ø$Ø&®{&ïð|	·ì ± 
 

12 Mar 08 Seminar: 
&óôÏ 1

 
1. Collecting Source Material and its 

Application: My Fieldwork Experience   }~­Ä�� 1/ÔÀÁ�� 
2. The Teochew “Bang” Structure and Politic in 

19th Century Penang: A Study from 
Monumental Inscriptions and Governmental 

Archives   
nå�� Ä����6

19¹�õ��"®Ôø���Äs�
 

 
Prof Fang Xuejia (Hakka Institute, 
Jiaying University, PRC)  �&â©ª «��â�&�ù]ïð||æ ± 
Mr Chen Jian Hong (Retired scholar) Ô��áì «�	Ë�#Þ�&�Ï�±

 
 

20 Feb 08 2008 Graduate Seminar 2: 2008 D!"#$®ïð%&ì'(«)±: 
Selected Topics: Anthropological Perspectives on 
Ethnicity   ®{&�Å�Ìú@%Ô����

 

 
Mr Li Shufei  (PhD Student) ¯ÿ� «0â¶·ì ± 
 
 

30 Jan 08 2008 Graduate Seminar 1: 2008D!"#$®  
Ms Phoon Yuen Ming (PhD Student)  
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ïð%&ì'(«¾±1 
Some Reflections on Gender, Power and Ethic 
Issues While Doing my Fieldwork ÀÁ��“

r� 
”——

/¡¢£¿�Â�¤�Ô��¥¦Ä§¨
 

ýþå «0â¶·ì ±  
 

30 Nov 2007 Forum: 
Ð*.

 
A Dialogue with Visiting Scholars on Southeast 
Asian Chinese Studies Ä&C©¡©ªª«*!"#$®ïð  

Prof Wu Xiao-an (Peking 
University) �í�©ª «��Ø&àáâ ± 
Prof Lee Ying-hui (National Chi-nan 
University) ¯¬­©ª «®"×¯Ø&àáâu!"#ïð|± 
 

5 Nov 07 
 

Seminar: 
&óôÏ 1

 
 “Engendering Chinese Migration History: ‘Left-
behind Wives of the Nanyang Migrants’ in 
Quanzhou before and after the Pacific War” 

 °±ù²ïðþuÅ ÆÇ��¥¦³ 

 
Dr Shen Huifen (History Dept.) ó´µ¶·«0¶àáâ¶·± 

23 Oct 07 Forum: 
 ÎÐ*.

 
Cai wenxuan and Shaws’ Films 
(Co-organized with Chinese Library) Ä×Ø� ÙÚÛÜÝ

 

“
U ·Ä¸¹º»

” 

Ms Cai Liang, Mr Cai Xuan, Prof 
Yung Sai-shing and Ms Grace Mak 
(PhD Candidate) U¼×·¿U½áì¿¸¹º¨©ª¿¶·ì¾¿À   

25 Sep 07 Public Forum:  
Dr. Wu Lien-teh: The Plague Fighter and a strait-
born Chinese who transformed Modern China  
(Jointly organized with Chinese Studies 
Department) Ü^×Ø� ââÁÝÐ*. 1

 

“
»ÂÃÄ�×Ô"T$®ªªde�¶·” °de�¶·ÅÆÇ�×³ °*ÿÚ È×·ÉÊde�Ë³ 

Mdm Wu Yu Lin, Madam Li Lu and 
Madam Lin Guanzhen dù³×·¿ÌÍ×·¿ÎÏÐ×· 

31 Aug 07 Forum
�ìÑÒÐ*.

 
History and Culture of Southeast Chinese  
(Co-organized with Graduates Union of Chinese 
Studies Department) Ä� âïðì.^Ý 1N!"#ÔàáÄ Îªª«*&óà��0ÓN A/P Wong Sin Kiong, 

A/P Yung Sai-shing, 
A/P Lee Chee Hiang ¥¦§¨©ª¿ ¸¹º¨©ª¿ ¯°¦¨©ª 

23 Aug 07 Symposium on Hakka in Singapore  
(Jointly organized with Taiwan Hakka Studies 
Society) 
 
Ä��ù]ïð&.^Ý“

ÿ12ù]rÅ.
”  

Inaugural ceremony of the Chinese 
in Southeast Asia Research Group ×Ø� â!"#$®ïð%ÔÕ
ßôÕ

 

 




