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OBJECTIVES

The programme assumes that graduate education covers three broad and overlapping areas: specialized knowledge, discipline knowledge, and knowledge of other disciplines or between disciplines. A graduate student should:

· develop a specialized expertise in one defined area;

· become well-grounded in the broader principles, knowledge and skills of the discipline; and 

· gather some understanding and experience of other disciplines and of interdisciplinary work.

The curriculum is organized into three permeable sets to achieve these objectives:

	CONCENTRATION: 
English in multilingual settings
	· Language variation 

· Language contact and change

· Language planning and policy



	FOUNDATIONS
	· Investigating language as a structural entity

· Investigating language as a socio-cultural entity



	INTERFACES


	· Psycholinguistics and language acquisition

· Physiology of language

· Computer application

· Anthropological linguistics

· Semiotics

· Literary and Cultural studies

· Argumentation and theory of knowledge




ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Applicants should have either:

(a) a good NUS Honours degree (second class and above) or equivalent (e.g., a four-year Bachelor’s degree with at least an average grade of B or equivalent) in the subject or related field; or

(b) a good Bachelor’s degree (at least an average grade of B or equivalent) in the subject or related field and successful completion of a placement test; or exceptionally,

(c) other qualifications and experience subject to approval by the Board of Graduate Studies.

Applicants whose native tongue or medium of undergraduate instruction is not English should submit TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS (International English Language Testing System) scores as evidence of their proficiency in the English Language. Applicants should have a minimum TOEFL score of 580 for the paper-based test or 237 for the computer-based test; or IELTS score of 6.0. TOEFL or IELTS scores are only valid for two years after the test and the validity should not expire before the beginning of the application period for the coursework programme. The Faculty’s TOEFL code is 9081.
Admission to the Master of Arts (Language Studies) is on a competitive basis. Applicants may be asked to supply additional information, or to provide further evidence of training and ability.

Final decisions on admission are at the discretion of the University.

DURATION

The maximum period to complete the Master of Arts (Language Studies) is 36 months of full-time study or 48 months of part-time study from the commencement of the programme. The maximum periods include the time allowed for approved study leave and periods of leave of absence subject to Faculty approval. 

A full-time candidate must offer at least three modules in a semester and may offer up to a maximum of five modules in a semester.  A part-time candidate must offer at least one module in a semester and may offer up to a maximum of three modules in a semester.

Only those locally domiciled are eligible for part-time study.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

To qualify for the degree of Master of Arts (Language Studies), candidates will be required to:

1.
pass a minimum of 40 modular credits (MCs) or 10 modules (each module is worth 4 MCs).  The 10 modules (40 MCs) should comprise: 

· at least 8 modules (32 MCs) at level 5000 of the subject or from a related discipline subject to the approval of the Head of Department. Candidates may apply for approval from the Department to be allowed to take level 6000 modules.  

· no more than 2 modules (8 MCs) at level 4000 of the subject or from a related discipline subject to the approval of the Head of Department.

Candidates who have completed equivalent modules prior to admission to the Master of Arts (Language Studies) may apply to the Head of Department for a transfer of MCs.  
Students will be advised on the composition of their programme by the Department.

2.
obtain a minimum Cumulative Average Point (CAP) of 3.00 for all examinable modules.  The candidature of a student will be terminated if he/she:

· obtains a CAP of less than 2.5 for two consecutive semesters; or less than 3.0 for three consecutive semesters, or
· fails more than two modules

3.
fulfil 50% residency.
ASSESSMENT

Assessment of a module shall comprise continuous assessment and an examination at the end of the semester.  There may be instances when assessment of a module may comprise 100% continuous assessment.

If a student should fail a module, he/she can either retake the module and resit the examination, or take some other module in its place.  However, if a module is deemed essential, then this module must be passed.

Assessment of whether the student has met the minimum CAP requirements will be based upon the best ten modules, with the proviso that all curricular requirements have been met, with 8 modules at level 5000 or 6000, and no more than two modules at level 4000. A student may choose to read additional modules outside the required curriculum for enrichment purposes. Such enrichment modules will not be computed for the student’s CAP.

A student may continue to be in employment if he/she is enrolled on only two examinable modules (8 MCs) in a semester, but not if he/she is enrolled on more. 

COURSE STRUCTURE

The modules at level 5000 belong to three overlapping groups:

	Concentration: English in multilingual settings
	EL5201

Advanced Grammatical Analysis


	EL5211

Contact Languages
	EL5212

History of English
	EL5251

Approaches to Discourse 


	
	

	Foundations
	EL5200

Linguistic Argumentation
	EL5250

Sociolinguistic Argumentation
	EL5270

Explorations in Applied Linguistics


	
	
	

	Interfaces
	EL5206

Advanced Psycho-linguistics
	EL5216

Computers, Corpora & the World Wide Web
	EL5221

The Linguistic Analysis of Literature
	EL5253

Textual Construction of Knowledge
	EL5881

Linguistic Theories and Frameworks


	EL5660

Independent Study


The concentration modules allow students to pursue focused and extended study in one domain of the discipline. These cover the grammar of contemporary English, discourse, contact linguistics and the history of English. 

The foundation modules are located in central areas of the discipline. The modules look at the structures of language, especially English, at sociolinguistics, and at applied linguistics. 

The interface modules offer breadth and the opportunity to pursue interdisciplinary study. They combine linguistic study with literary study, psychology, the social sciences and the study of computers.

The general pre-requisite for all level 5000 modules is admission to a graduate degree programme or the permission of the Department upon recommendation of the instructor. 

DEGREE CERTIFICATE

1.
Candidates completing all the requirements of the programme shall be awarded the degree of Master of Arts (Language Studies). 

2.
A candidate may purchase a copy of the transcript from the Division of Research and Graduate Studies of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

ACADEMIC YEAR 

The duration for Semester I of academic year 2006-2007 is:

        Semester I, 2006-2007
:
Mon 7 Aug 2006 – Sat 9 Dec 2006 (18 weeks)

        Vacation


:
Sun 10 Dec 2006 – Sun 7 Jan 2007 (4 weeks)


 Semester II, 2006-2007
:
Mon 8 Jan 2007 – Sat 5 May 2007 (17 weeks)


 Vacation


:
Sun 6 May 2007 – Sun 5 Aug 2007 (12 weeks)

MASTER OF ARTS (LANGUAGE STUDIES)

SEMESTER I, 2006-2007

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF MODULES

Different modules will be taught in different semesters within an academic year. Not all modules listed will necessarily be offered in any given academic year.  The Department reserves the right to re-schedule or not to offer certain modules.
Level 5000 modules require that students are registered as a graduate student in the university. Undergraduate students wishing to take these modules must first seek the approval of the Department.

EL5200
Linguistic Argumentation

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This module is designed for graduate students who wish to pursue an advanced degree in English Language Studies. It introduces important analytic concepts and methods in the study of linguistic structure, with special attention to the English language. Topics include all structural components of language, especially phonology, morphology, and syntax. By examining the formal aspect of language, students will acquire a deeper appreciation of language, and learn the necessary techniques of linguistic analysis. 
EL5201
Advanced Grammatical Analysis

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This module advances students’ understanding of the structure of modern standard English, building on what they have done in the undergraduate programme. We examine a range of grammatical constructions of English, which includes coordination, subordination, tense, aspect, and word formation. We also touch on aspects of regional and social variability, especially in multilingual contexts in which English is being used today. At the end of the module, students should be able to read advanced grammar books, and descriptions of linguistic phenomena in English with critical understanding of the arguments for or against theoretical positions based on these phenomena.
EL5206
Advanced Psycholinguistics

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5263

This is an advanced course in Psycholinguistics designed to explore pertinent issues in greater detail.  It will cover some of the major areas of study in Psycholinguistics (including some basic Neurolinguistics), with special emphasis on child language acquisition.  Students will also be exposed to research methods in Psycholinguistics, and to the mental processes we think may underlie language use.  In the attempt to understand these processes in healthy individuals it is crucial that we also consider what happens when language becomes impaired.  For this reason, this course will also examine evidence from both atypically developing children and language-impaired adults.  

EL5211
Contact Languages

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5237

This module focuses on languages evolving in multilingual settings out of radical contact situations. Commonly referred to as ‘Pidgins’, ‘Creoles’ and ‘mixed languages’, these languages are spoken mainly in the Caribbean and Asia-Pacific regions. We concentrate on English-lexified contact varieties and investigate the interaction of typological features and sociolinguistic factors determining language change in contact situations. We also discuss the most salient issues within the field of Language Contact such as: (i) Creoles as a synchronically viable structural class; (ii) restructuring patterns, creolization and universal patterns of language change; (iii) pidginization; (iv) ideology and classification.

EL5212
History of English

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This module is aimed at postgraduate students who wish to explore the development of the English language over the past 1,500 years or so, and to see that some features of present-day English can be explained in the light of its history. Students should ideally have some background in grammatical description. Issues that will receive attention include the transformation of a synthetic Old English to a more analytic Modern English; language contact as a force for language change; the standardisation of English; and the spread of English and the New Englishes.

EL5216
Computers, Corpora & the World Wide Web

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5276
This module takes an empirical approach to linguistic investigation: it bases claims on adequate electronic language datasets known as corpora.  Such corpora may either be stand-alone or drawn from the World Wide Web, the dynamic mega-corpus. With special reference to English, relevant topics will be introduced to suit particular needs and may include the relation between corpora and lexicography, culture studies, translation, language teaching and computer-mediated communication. Participants will also receive hands-on training with standalone linguistic programs and those found on the World Wide Web. This module does not assume any expert computing knowledge.
EL5221
The Linguistic Analysis of Literature 

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5264

This interface module deals with some of the ways that linguistics and discourse analysis can be used for the analysis of literature. Among the topics covered are the grammatical features in literary texts, the sounds of poetry, and discourse situations in fictional narrative. This module will be useful for higher-degree students who want to use literature in their study, including those who have to use the language of literature for a more comprehensive examination of a particular area of linguistic research. Higher-degree literature students with a good linguistics background may also consider doing this module.
EL5250
Sociolinguistic Argumentation

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5260

The module provides hands-on experience with a range of approaches to the study of language in social life, such as the ethnography of communication, interactional sociolinguistics, the sociology of language, and quantitative sociolinguistics. Critical attention is given to relevant social theory and to theoretical and applied issues arising from multilingualism in SE Asia, such as the institutional management of linguistic diversity, the social and educational implications of multilingualism for individual and society, language and culture, the effects of social factors on variation, and language contact and change in relation to language shift and maintenance. 

EL5251
Approaches to Discourse

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5261

This module will explore approaches to analysing both written and spoken discourses. Students will learn the analytical tools used to describe features of both modes of discourses. They  will be encouraged to explore current research in discourse analysis. There may be a specific focus on particular kinds of discourse (classroom, computer-mediated, media, legal, political, etc.), depending on the expertise and interest of the lecturer. Students will be encouraged to collect and analyse their own data for the assignment.

EL5253
Textual Construction of Knowledge

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5265

This module aims to cultivate an understanding both of the relationship between discourse and ideology and of the textual construction of knowledge. Students will be exposed to a critical deconstruction of different kinds of socio-political discourses (including discourses about gender and race, etc.) with specific attention to ideological positionings, and the role ideology plays in the knowledge construction process. Through this module, students will acquire critical skills in reading texts and come to appreciate the different kinds of textual and ideological strategies used in the formation of knowledge.

EL5270
Explorations in Applied Linguistics

Pre-Requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This module introduces students to a range of issues, approaches and working procedures in applied linguistics, partly to familiarize students with relevant research, and more especially to engage students actively in typical processes of enquiry. Applied linguistics has evolved into a dynamically diversified, multi-disciplinary field of academic and professional activity. It is characterized by theoretically and empirically informed initiatives to identify and represent clearly, investigate appropriately, and address pragmatically and critically those issues and problems in human communicative affairs that prominently involve language, language learning or language use. 
EL5660
Independent Study

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Workload:
Minimum 10 hours per week. The precise breakdown of contact hours, assignment and preparation is to be worked out between the lecturer and the student, subject to Department approval.
Independent research plays an important role in graduate education. The Independent Study module is designed to enable the student to explore an approved topic in English Language studies in depth. The student should approach a lecturer to work out an agreed topic, readings, and assignments for the module. A formal, written agreement is to be drawn up, giving a clear account of the topic, programme of study, assignments, evaluation, and other pertinent details. Head’s and/or Graduate Coordinator’s approval of the written assignment is required. Regular meetings and reports are expected. Evaluation is based on 100% Continuous Assessment and must be worked out between the student and the lecturer prior to seeking departmental approval.
EL5881
Linguistic Theories and Frameworks

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Preclusion:
EL5266

Students will study systemic functional linguistics in order to critically analyse spoken and written discourse.  The analysis is concerned with understanding how grammatical choices function to realise particular registerial configurations, genres, and ideologies.  In addition, meanings arising from the use of other semiotic resources such as visual images are discussed.  At the conclusion of the module, students will be in a position to undertake postgraduate research using a systemic functional theoretical framework. 

The following level 6000 modules are intended for students admitted to the PhD programme.  Students who wish to register for them should seek approval from the Department. Please email the Departmental administrative staff at ellsbs@nus.edu.sg for advice.
EL6660
Independent Study
Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
Workload:
Minimum 10 hours per week. The precise breakdown of contact hours, assignment and preparation is to be worked out between the lecturer and the student, subject to Department approval.

Independent research plays an important role in graduate education.  The Independent Study Module is designed to enable the student to explore an approved topic in Language Study in depth.  The student should approach a lecturer to work out an agreed topic, readings, and assignments for the module.  Head’s and/or Graduate Coordinator’s approval is required.  Regular meetings and reports are expected.  Evaluation is based on 100% Continuous Assessment and must be worked out between the student and the lecturer prior to seeking departmental approval.

EL6770
Graduate Research Seminar
Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.

Level 6000 modules are intended for students in the PhD programme.
This is a required module for all research Masters and PhD students admitted from AY2004/05. The module provides a forum for students and faculty to share their research and to engage one another critically in discussion of their current research projects. The module will include presentations by faculty on research ethics and dissertation writing. Each student is required to present a formal research paper. Active participation in all research presentations is expected. The module may be spread over two semesters and will be graded “Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory” on the basis of student presentation and participation.

EL6880
Topics in Grammatical Theory

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This advanced seminar provides graduate students with sustained and critical engagement with recent debates in grammatical theory. Students are expected to identify for themselves key issues in grammatical theory (e.g. the architecture of a theory of grammar, the analysis of a specific grammatical phenomena, the epiphenomenality of constructions), situate these issues in relation to wider debates about the nature of grammar, and propose lines of inquiry that might contribute to the debates. The seminar is especially useful for students who are considering pursuing research in grammatical analysis/theory.

EL6881
Topics in Language and Cognition

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This advanced seminar allows graduate students the opportunity to address the interface between linguistics, philosophy, psychology and biology. It is particularly useful for students who are considering pursuing research into the field of cognitive science. Possible topics for discussion include: language as a mental and perhaps biological phenomenon; the issue of modularity; the evolution of language; prototype phenomena. Given the highly interdisciplinary nature of this seminar, it is particularly crucial that participants take the initiative to identify for themselves key issues pertaining to the relationship between language, mind and body.

EL6882
Topics in Language and Society

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This advanced seminar is especially useful for students who are considering pursuing research in the social aspects of language, including the politics of language and linguistic anthropology. Students are expected to identify for themselves key issues pertaining to the relationship between language and society. Among the possible topics discussed are: critical comparisons between autonomous and socially-oriented views of language; differences between variationist sociolinguistics and more critically-informed approaches; the relationship between linguistic structure, language ideology and power.

EL6883
English in Multilingual Societies

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
The module focuses on the sociolinguistic aspects of English in multilingual societies as found in Southeast Asia, Europe and America.  Issues related to the study of English in these societies will be raised. Chief among these are the spread, impact, distribution, characteristics, and overall dominance of English in the world. Questions to be discussed include the similarities and differences between American, European and Southeast Asian multilingual societies; the opportunities and limitations in multilingual societies using the language, given the globalization of English; and, whether English will function as a lingua franca for the world.

EL6884
Topics in Applied Linguistics

Pre-requisite:
Must be registered as a Graduate student in the University or has obtained prior approval of the Department.
This advanced seminar provides graduate students with opportunities to undertake and report applied linguistic research in areas of negotiated choice, to develop a situated understanding of applied linguistics as a theoretically informed professional field of enquiry, and to generate spoken and written outcomes that reach, or closely approximate to, internationally publishable standards.  Topics may range from critical re-theorizing of applied linguistics itself to suitably informed investigations relating to language in action and communicative practices, in such domains as speech therapy, classroom language learning, teaching and assessment, translation, business, legal services, news reporting and broadcasting, and other social and workplace settings.

Modules offered by other departments which are recognized

as fulfilling requirements for MA / PhD in Language Studies
	From Dept of Sociology:

SC5101
Survey Management & Research Methods

SC5103
Qualitative Research Methods

SC5213
Interpreting Quantitative Data



	From Dept of Southeast Asian Studies:

SE5281
Socio-Linguistics in Southeast Asia



	Other modules to be approved on a case by case basis subject to approval of the Department.


