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Abstract:

Unlike the countries around them, both Switzerland and Singapore are characterised by
the constitutional recognition of four official languages. Both countries also feature a
number of non-official languages, which, however, differ in their history and
sociolinguistics: Singapore’s “dialects’ of Chinese, for instance, are the varieties of the
original first-generation Singaporeans, whereas most non-official languages in
Switzerland are the result of recent immigration to urban areas. The language policies
implemented by the respective governments also show interesting differences: although
boasting four official languages in both cases, the translation of this recognition in
everyday practical language use (e.g. in terms of public administration) differs
substantially, especially when considering the sub-national levels of governance in
Switzerland.

This talk focuses on the linguistic ecologies present in the two countries, and contrasts
the ways they have managed their linguistic diversity through policy measures. In
highlighting the similarities and differences of Singapore’s and Switzerland’s linguistic
landscape, | hope to show that it is in term of language that their ‘island’ status is most
obvious.
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