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ABSTRACT

France is the leading European power in Africa. Its Africa policy over the past two Presidencies has gone through different
but complementary tones, promising a new departure at every turn. The Macron Presidency is showing early signs of a
different method and activism. Old reflexes are re-emerging with the potential to rewrite what the Sarkozy and Hollande
Presidencies had sought to achieve. The talk will interrogate the new/old identities emerging under Macron and the
consequences of these, not only in terms of the policy promise of normalisation of Franco-African relations- but most
importantly the ability of African actors to chart 'African solutions to African problems'.
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