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Youth feel sense of ASEAN citizenship: Survey

MH~...

AWAREN ESS FORU M: The secrOC:lry \:lllnerUI of Ihe A55OClation of Soulhell,.t A.!;181l NtltlOtls (ASEAN). Sur'" P,lsuwan
{contttr}. lalks 10 ma diroctor of South EilSl ASIan Studies, K. KOSOVi:ll>{Uly t/6m. lhe rneo'Tu"9 drredor 01 ASEAN Found","on, Apichoi
Suneh'nd"h trla'ltl, ASEAN's former secrelory genolrol, Tan Sr, Aj'l Singh t/nfn:llclrJ, researcher from the Chulalo"lJkorn U",vunllly
ofThaillmd. Chulont)l'lTl'litlrlllulI [sucoJld nght), and .-esenrcher horn tho National Unlverll,ly of Singapore, Eri(: C. Thomoon [third
"onl), aftor delivering 1,ls speoch ot the ASEAN Awa,ul1li1u Forum in Jakorw orrTue1Iday.

Abdul Kh;alik
no., ,..""'"" Ru"JAL;,1lI

T he latest ...."."'Y rel~
by ASEAN on n-!ay
shou."S ",",II! 75 perc:'('fll

of ,"ludents and )'OUIl' peop~
Ul A$EAN rnlUons (elt they
W~ CIUzens of the tO-nauon
:\saan groupln!l:

'I'M 3Ur\Ie)' found De: 'V 99
1X"n.'l:lll of li1udcnl:> and young
Asuuu felt membenlup In
A$EAN ...-as bf.nt'ficUlI to Wit
flauons .;rnd iDlTM!' 70 PftL...nt
,..II 'I W:U hf'nt'fil"wl to them
!X'MonllUy

Jakartan r<'1lKlrnt ;:lnd for
l"lg1\ bank ~npJo:)_. :!3_} ;lr­

nld SUW1Uld.v said IU" rd. an
affinity toward lhe Assoaa­
tlon or Soulh~1l5t AtII11n
NllUons (/\SEAN)

Wh...~ askL'<1 about the 40­
"ear-old groUping Suwtludy
sald:'[ (<:cithat I am. 11 member
uf the ASEAN commurntyM

-Ourin.lr m~ com<f>rsatlofl$
wHh several )'()Ung people
from other AS~AN oountnes
rf'l,'('ntl~. I found tlUlI they

anod the same f~lm~:' h(lo
,;a,d Th"sdav.

~u"""Jndy'! scnlmK'ftt M.-'P"'"
~nl.-" thl.' lI1>lJOrity of y<:lunl!i
1.....'QPlc U1 tll>: ~gJo.m.

The sluvcy. which wall ,.:ot]_
llUCled bJ" El'ic C, TI\Ulnl'><Q1l of
lh\.' NallOllal Umvrrslly of
Singapore aud Chulan..'(J Thl­
ttOIJUlJ oJ the Chulalongkorn
Ull!versity in 8Ilngkok, incLud­
hi 2,170 studenu from lU uni­
"eorsillt'S across the 10 group­
inn's members last yE':lf

The SUIVt'Y found studenu;
fnxlI Lao.!;. C...mbod". nnd Viet
Jk"n had tile hi'!;hest awarent'KS
wlLh 96 l""'"'Cnt. ~3 ~~l1tand
?2 l)t'rcenl r-esp......,tiV\'ly

Carnboxha, M)'anrnar, 1..a0lll
.Ill,l Vu"tnam are ll~ f1('\to·~t

m<.....Loo..-n of ASEAN, havtnK
jOin('l;l lhe srouPlllK In

the 1990s
11ley _no oCteu referred l.O IIli

the newelit four. 01" CMLV and
their develooment Jocks

u,'luud the more 'Sental' six
member CUuntM(l5.

The :!;wvcy III supported by
the ASEAN t"oundatilm - Ule
socH....·ultur:a1 arm of the
ASEAN St--cr'"CtClrlat - and
round lrt.ud~nt8 In SIngapore
hDd lh" Wl!akoL",t uffinrty
toward thl;' groupln", wllh
$10m... "9 pot'n:cnl lIlIyin.: Ih ..'Y
~"' <:11;UOIUf of tho.' gTOlJl)11\ll

It.boout 73~nt of lntbK.~
111311 pondentll, f{'1t they
~~ ASEAN o.:,t~ ll"" >rur­
vt'y found_

Some 60 pe.n:enl of t\SEAN
,studt"f1U 3ltld they~ (amll_
t.,. With the grouptnR

Vietnam and l.a~ to))l"'!'d

the list 01 the student (anulhu­
It)' Index, with more than
88 percent and 64 ,,~n;:t'nt

re!lllI:Cllvely
M}'anm.:lr(,:l~ In llt!J:l(> bot.­

torn or lhl"l mde:ol:, Wlt 9 6 peJ'­
rent of Its students: aaymq thl.')'
.......re f:unrlinr with AStAN

M<I than 68 1X'rc'i."nl of
rndonesl,m sluOenLli felt
they w"", fam.liar Wllh th(o
groupmg

In Iff'm uf wIllIngn to
know~ about other ASEAN
COUDtnt=l. Sl)IIlC ~2 pcrl)CIlt of
studcnl& said they~ ul....r~
rsted m nnullR rTII)r'(' _bout
thetr I~b(lnngcountn

• lllUdentJ; from Laos.

Cumbodla and Vietnam also
IIhowed the hlghf'SI mlerf!st
around wllnlinll 10 know more
:lboul (lalAhbonng AStAN
C("mtries

ASEAN s..'Cn!tary-CenL"fiI1
Sunn P,\.$uwRn weloomed the
tindlnKs noU Id tho) ",",uhs
would be llM'rlll in pot1.l'a"'lIl~

l..'VoLU uf .lWII~n_ and or",,,,
of l:M:>longlllt.:

"'nlt'SUl'Ve)' 1II vcry u~ful ulll
Wt~ h(1\'(' In I)f'f,Ln ~('who:n'"10
bl.w1. 1.0 bwld OUr SOC,o-cuJtllr~
a.J pIllar Of l)eOple-to-peoplo;o
\Ie1.H Surtn lI.11d In Ii Sf:M"f'Ch to
I'ftto.1l!' lhto SUI"V'I'Y
-~ (':uft no lon/lQf' taka fOr

granted that we hlm~ corn-

monnlitles m our s:ocIO-oL'UJtur·
al ~Iallons

"We have LO COllsolldatf'
ourselvt'll to 1'llhmK:e our sense
cof belonginll"

ASEAN roundatlon l'XI:"CU
tLv~ d.1~ICJr Al,ichl.ll Sunchtn­
dilh " .. "I ra"lIng _wnrr>tl~

lu·o1.md ASEAN ..,,"(}flit youn"
1"''01'1" was ,.,rucml In h'"lth"ll:
~Ot:io-t.-ulwral til.'>; wllhln t),('

gnlUp,"~

~T"cy II~ lire fulun: ur
t\SEAN,MAIJLt;h,,1 AxI

MBut the !lUf''t''y ¥LO'o'loa 1J1a1
Wf' rn.'e(l (hUl'l1:1ll apl)I"OOetU'll
rlX" dilfenml nauons In ralsinq
the~ of lwlompnlJM

(\tedia _ ~e J2


